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The Berezhany-Rsy forests were developed around the Count Potocky Eetate

of 16,000 he-tares. During the Soviet occupatior, 1939-41, they nationalized
the Potocky esbtate and abtached or sdded sdditionsl acreage. The new
complox wes called the Berezhanskyj-Lishosp and 1% totaled over 32,000
hectares., The Lishosp insugurated a plan for & yearly production of 80,000
eublic wetars of wood and 2,000 kilogreme of root Evonymus verrucost.

During the Gerwsn occupation a reorganization again took place. Porests,
belonglng %o obher than the originel Berazbany-Ray cowplex, wvere returned
to their origiral status and the remainder was divided infc two sections,
Rey-Bast of over 10,000 hectares and Ray-West of over 12,000 hectares.
Ray-Bast included the following five forests: Baznykivka, Koniuchy,
Rozhadiw, Urpsn, and Szybalyn. At firet the administrative center for
these five fovests was located in Ray and later, 1943, it was moved to
Dryszczew. The Rey-West had six forests: Werblw, Kuriany, Lisnyky, Narajiw,
Ray, and Trostianec. .

Both Ray-West and Ray-Fast had simllar hilly terrains separated by the
Zolota Lypa River. The forests were exploited with reforestation and
development of farm lands primarily in mind. Reforestation of Ray-Bast
was accomplished with seed for osk and by seedlings for beech trees. This
srea conbained ash, horzbeam, maple, birch, elm, and cherry trees. Thers
were alse moderate growine of sycamore especially near the village of
Zydryne. Orowthe of 100-year pine were located near the village of Urman.

Oak trees, in the forests of Koniuchy, Krywom, and Szybalyn, were very
scarce because of exhensive felling snd poor reforestation. The Ray-East
yearly plan for 104k called for a quota of 10,000 cubic meters of lumber,
primarily beech ard hornbesm.

The primsry tvees felled in Ray-West were beech, ash, and other hard woods
with the evcepbion of osk. This ares once contained many large hard wood
troeg as was ovident by the remaining stumps. An occasional large osk was
felled from which at lesst 32 cubic mebers of lumber could be obtained,
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A growth of oak, with trees approximetely 2 meters in diaméter, was.left -
standing near the village of Ray. Two-hundred-year-cld pine and sycsamore,
some 37 tebers in height, were also left standing near the same area. On the
oubskirts of Berezhany, along the rosd leading to the forests,. there were many
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The forests' in Rey-West .conteined '60% beech, :30 ‘hornbedn, 7% osk, and 3%
birchand others. There were also the ususl nut and fruit trees and a few

waple, ash, elm, and aspsn trees. Only fifteen years earlier the pewmcentage

of oak trees exceeded that of hornbesm., Carsless reforestation and extensive
felling destroyed the wagnificent growths ‘'of oak. The soil in the area had

a high lime content’ whiéh,cggtxibutgd,greatly to the rapid growth of beech.

ALL growths of beech from small ‘spedlings to'large trees were.carefully cultivated.
This resulted in stéady work and excellsnt livelihood for the local inhabitants.
During the German vccupation; German forestry engineers tock special interest

in the methods used for developing the growhh of beech,

Ray-West production of lymber was three to four cubic meters per hectare of
forest. From cther forests:in the vicinity it was from 0.5 to. one cubic meter
per heclare, In 1943-LY Ray-West produced approximately 30,000 cubic meters
of wood. Sixty per cent was. lurber material and;-;mhterial,ﬁpr railroad ties.
Most of the trees were taken to the modern saw mills ak Potutorach, Other saw
mills in the area were primitive and small., Approximately 2,000 cubic meters
Of beech logs were sent directly to Berlin annually, . '
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k seedlings were also
learing occurred. The
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Areas cleared of beech trees were reseeded in osk,
planted throughout the. forsst wherever ‘an opening
care of oak trees began 'deéciining during the Séviet
its lowest point by the. year 194k, , A

farms plé.nt;ed‘inl oak, ash, maple, and fir.
they seemed to thrive

Ray-West also contained four tree

Although the fir trees were subject to root diseases
better than oak, maple, and ash S
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The persomuel engaged in forestry in Ray-East consisted of 4O foresters s

three of whom were Polish and the remsinder Ukrainians. Rey-West had approximately
o0 foresters, all of whom were Ukrainian. This did not include the administrative
Dpersonnel vhich was a very small force and were :n;ot necessarily experienced in

lunbering methods. Personnel to do Jlumbering in-the forests was readily
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avellable. Fo special qualifications were necessary and ir-addition to pey forestry

workers were allowed to take ho wood for fuel and occesionally wood for
bullding meterial. . ) ’ -

The Berezhany-Ray eres contained three small lakes located near Berezhany,

Urmen, snd Potutorach, The. largest was Leke Berezhany Jocated on snd higher
then’ the city of Berezliany. A dam was located ‘_"o}ye,}"ﬁlzé;, cityy..If destroyed,

the city would be quickly flocded. All three lakeme were on the Zolots Lypa River,
vhich was the largest river in the area. It originated near the village of
Kindretow and flowed through the Berezhany district into the Dnestr River nesr the
village of Nyznew. A smaller stream, the Narajiwka west of Berezhany, flowed inte
the Hnyls Lypa at Bolszowelz. he stream Koropec, which was east of Berezhany,

flowed into the Dnestr. ‘gt Kpropec.,-

In general, roads of the ‘ere'zha diestrict were gi‘omewhat better then those of
the Rogetin district ift;ﬁ The main roads were hard surfaced or well
gravelled while the county, v ge, and private. roeds were also better maintained.

The population in the Berezhany-Ray aree was pripgrily Ukrainian. The people
were energetic, very natlonalistic, and sympethic to partisan action egainst both
Germen and Soviet occupiers, Por many yeers this arep was the scene of partisan
&nd underground activity and slso conteined some of the best organlzed anti-Soviet

50X1

gronps ., .
~end-

. COWTENTTAL |

7

P

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr2013/04/25 : CIA-RDP82-00047R000400550004-2



